Adventures of Faith – December 2020
Years ago, I thought a missionary just preached and evangelized. While those are the end results, so much more needs to be
learned, done and prayed over. The last three months have been the most stressful and exhaustive time ever in my ministry.
Often, I felt like I was fighting to not lose the money that was sent by churches to purchase the property for the new church in
Brazil. We first asked churches to pray about helping us purchase this property six months ago. On December 3, 2020 we paid
for the property and were given the title to the land. On December 19, the previous owners
completely moved out of the home and gave us the keys to the property. We now possess
the land for what will be Victory Bible Baptist Church. The Lord has truly blessed
during a time and pandemic in a way that only HE could bless. I am pictured here
with the title in my hand and the property behind me. You can also see it in our 3-minute
YouTube video entitled “The Lord Gave Us Victory!”
Several months ago, we were contacted by a Brazilian pastor in our state’s capital about a
group of 15 people in another city further into the interior: Cacaulandia (interpreted as
Land of Cocoa). The city has a population of about 7,000. The people in that city are
renting a small 15’x15’ building but do not have a pastor and are not organized or considered a church. Since we were asked
to help this group, we have traveled there three times and conducted services for them. It is obvious that they are spiritually
starving for a preacher/pastor. During our second visit, the Lord blessed and moved through the preaching and helped many
hearts and souls. It was a blessing to see people communing with God, many thru tears. At the end of that service, a man stood
and asked the people to make me their pastor, without asking me. I was shocked, but humbled and honored. I believe everything
must be done decently and in order, and instructed them to pray about that first. If the Lord allows us to help them, we hope
to be able to plant a church in that city with that group of people. However, it would require 2 hours and 15 minutes travel
time, one way, each week from our city. Please help us pray, for the Lord’s will, strength, and wisdom concerning this city.
Especially, since we are planting a new church in our current city.
We have still been faithful to have services in our home each week, even though the people have not been faithful. Completing
the paperwork, bank transactions, and purchasing the property hindered our ministry, but we have still been able to distribute
Bible lessons, Bibles, gospel tracts, and explain each week to someone new how they can have eternal salvation. Also, we
are translating several books into Portuguese to help Brazilians study the Bible. There is more to do, but, “I thank Christ Jesus
our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry.”
Jahaziel’s surgery was November 12th. He is doing really good and is recovering with little discomfort. At his first postsurgical
examination, the doctor said that they think Jahaziel will NOT need any future surgeries. The prosthetist has already cast
his leg and will verify that the mold fits his leg Dec. 30th. His second postsurgical appointment is schedule for January 4th. If
all goes well, we hope to purchase a return flight for the end of January. Please help us pray for that.
Because of you, this has been a fruitful, profitable, and an amazing year. Thank you for being faithful, encouraging, and
helping us serve the Lord in Brazil. We pray that the work of the Lord will abound even more in 2021 at your local church
as well as here in Brazil.
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