Adventures of Faith – August 2022
For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the
gospel! - 1 Corinthians 9.16
It has been 1.5 years since we started construction and remodeling on our church building and property in Ji-Paraná. Happily, we
report that we have completed all work and the entire property has been painted and looks new. Perhaps the most exciting part
of completing the construction was building our new church sign. Our church is much easier to find and identify as a church and we
now have visitors regularly. The city street lights are not well maintained, but our church sign illuminates our street corner. Literally,
we are the light of the world AND our neighborhood.
In June we celebrated our church’s one-year anniversary. We scheduled a three-day meeting and a state-wide preacher’s meeting
for our anniversary. It was a great encouragement to our church and those that participated. We had over 120 people in attendance
and more than 12 churches represented in our anniversary services. Pastor Anízio, our guest preacher, did an amazing job preaching
the gospel and encouraging Christians to be stronger bible believers.
The Lord has provided us many opportunities to preach in revivals, camps and conferences here in our state. Through this we have
been given a platform amongst the national pastors to encourage them with doctrine, biblical authority, church practice, and
Baptist distinctives. We hope to encourage and influence other pastors and churches to fight the good fight and to keep the faith.
During the school’s winter break in July (although our region doesn’t have winter) we held our first Vacation Bible School at our
church. To our surprise, we had 62 people throughout our VBS, 40 of them were children from our neighborhood. Even our
neighbors came to see what was going on. Gislaine, a 14-year-old girl, memorized 15 Bible verses. She lives in a bad environment,
but had the most VBS points and won the “World’s Largest Candy Bar.”
In previous newsletters, I mentioned that I was preaching once a month in a small city in our state for a group of believers, which
consists of 9 adults and 7 children. Since 2017, they rented different locations to use as a church and hoped that God would send
them a pastor. They are located in the city of Cacaulândia. The name Cacaulândia is translated as “Cocoa Land.” The city is only
30 years old and its population is around 6,230 people. I was asked if I would be their pastor and help them plant and organize a Bible
believing, Baptist church. In June, I preached for them and after the message, one of the men answered the call to preach. That same
night we had a meeting to discuss their future. In that meeting, my heart was broken as they expressed their great desire to have a
preacher that would preach, teach, and train them with the Word of God. I prayed for two weeks but could not escape the necessity
in my heart to help them and plant a church in that city. With God’s help we will also plant a church in the city of Cacaulândia.
Already as their new pastor, we painted our rented building and mounted two new signs; we changed the day of the midweek service
and I will preach there every Thursday and two weekends per month; and I started another Victory Baptist Bible Institute with 7
people in Cacaulândia.
PLEASE PRAY for our family and these two churches. The church in Cacaulândia is about 2.5 hours north of our church in JiParaná. In July, I ran nonstop for 20 days preaching and teaching Bible institute classes in both churches, as well as preaching in a
third church. This is a weekly routine now with lots of driving, and my daughter’s and son look after the church in Ji-Paraná when I
am in Cacaulândia on a Sunday. Pray that we can effectively plant these two churches and turn them over to Brazilian pastors. Lastly,
we are in need of a digital piano that we can take to Cacaulândia and other locations as we evangelize and preach, pray that God
will provide.
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